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Culturally Inclusive Noticing: Comparing
Geometry and Teaching Discourses of the
Preservice Teachers from India and Sweden

How does cultural background shape what a teacher notices in a mathematics
classroom? This talk presents findings from a cross-cultural study involving pre-
service teachers (PSTs) from India and Sweden. Using a Japanese geometry video
vignette as a common “unfamiliar” stimulus, the study explores how familiar
mathematics and teaching discourses influence teacher noticing. The analysis shows
that familiarity with specific mathematical content, such as geometric reasoning,
facilitates more detailed noticing of Japanese students’ mathematical thinking, while
encounters with unfamiliar teaching strategies create powerful opportunities for
reflection on one’s own assumptions. The talk will discuss the implications of these
findings for mathematics teacher education, particularly the value of using
“unfamiliar” classroom examples to surface and challenge taken-for-granted cultural
practices in teaching and learning.
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