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TGIF:
The NTU Linguist Chatroom

Join us!
Friday 15 May 2015, 2.30pm
@ HSS Seminar Room 3 (HSS-B1-10)

Speaker

Dr. Lauren Gawne is a Postdoctoral Fellow in the
Division of Linguistics and Multilingual Studies. Her
primary research focus is on the documentation and
description of Tibeto-Burman languages, particularly

W,y those spoken in Nepal. Lauren is also interested in
) - gesture, and its role in interaction.

S
J Quantities and Questions : Gestures in
the Kagate corpus

The view that language mediates the world of emotion
has been empirically validated. In this talk, | give an
introduction to the corpus of Kagate language that is
currently being developed. | pay particular attention to
the gestural content of these videos. | give an outline of
the kinds of questions one may wish to answer with a
corpus of this nature, and give an overview of the
current quantitative analysis of the gestural data. | also
give a more detailed qualitative analysis of two sets of
gestures that appear in different contexts but appear to
be related; a gesture type used when talking about non-
existent quantities (nothing, nobody) and a gesture type
used for questions. | argue for the relatedness of these
two discourse gestures, and look at the function of
examples collected in the corpus.

The TGIF seminar series is organised by
the Division of Linguistics and Multilingual Studies, HSS
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