HIL4030 — Scottish Literature (course guide subject to minor changes)

This course will introduce you to the main themes and characteristics of Scottish literature from the
medieval period to the present day, covering Romanticism, the Enlightenment,

Modernism, Postmodernism, and the contemporary era. The course will trace the vast
transformations undergone in Scotland in recent history and study how literature has both reacted to
and driven these changes. We will study the historical backgrounds to the texts, discuss questions of
national identity and look at Scotland’s contribution to modern philosophy. The course will include
poetry and prose from the nation’s three languages, Gaelic, Scots (alongside translations) and

English.

Learning Objectives
The course will:

* Demonstrate the complex relationship between Scottish culture and history
* Establish the main trends, concerns, and characteristics of Scottish writing
* Create links between texts in the course founded upon historical and cultural context

Content

* (Canonical Scottish texts
* Material on critical approaches to Scottish writing
* Historical context — detailed information on the main developments of Scottish history

Assessment
A) 30% — 3,500 word essay (due in on the 13" of March)
The essay must cover two texts and involve original research
The essay should also include a coherent argument supported by close reading of the text(s)
All paragraphs should be related to a central theme and adhere to a sound structure

Claims/readings/arguments should be propetly developed and supported by relevant quotations
from the text (s)



Relevant critical sources must be utilized and correctly cited
B) 50% —2 2 hour exam

Students will be required to sit a 2 /2 hour closed-book exam which will consist of a text
identification component and an essay component

The essay will test the students’ knowledge and understanding of the texts/themes of the course and
their ability to construct arguments and critical positions relating to the course concepts

C) 10% - Class participation

Students participation in seminars — including attendance, engagement with seminar activities and
discussions — will be assessed

D) 10% - Class presentation
Students will be required to prepatre and present a mini-lecture on a course theme/concept.
Set texts (all other texts will be provided via Blackboard):
Walter Scott, Waverley
James Hogg, Confessions of a Justified Sinner

Robert Louis Stevenson, Kidnapped
Muriel Spark, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie



Course content

Week Topic

1 Introduction: G. Gregory Smith, Chapter One: “T'wo Moods’ from Scoztish
Literature, Its Character and Influence, Alan Riach, What is Scottish Literature?

2 Scottish Enlightenment: Robert Burns, selected poetry

3 The Scottish Enlightenment: David Hume, selected essays

4 The Historical Novel: Walter Scott, Waverley (1814)

5 A Celtic Hoax? Macpherson’s Ossian

6 Duality and diablerie: James Hogg, Confessions of a Justified Sinner (1824)

7 Highland Adventures: Robert Louis Stevenson, Kidnapped (1886)

8 Scottish Modernism 1: Hugh MacDiarmid, selected poetry

9 Scottish Modernism 2: Selected poetry by Somhaitle MacGill-Eain/Sotley
MacLean

10 ‘an unusual teacher’> Muriel Spark, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie (1961)

11 Scottish Postmodernism: Excerpts from Lanark (1981) and 7982, Janine (1984) by
Alasdair Gray

12 Urban Scotland: excerpts from Irvine Welsh, Trainsporting (1993) and James
Kelman’s How Late it Was, How Late (1994)

12 Scottish short stories/Revision
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