HL4033: Major Author Study: James Joyce

James Joyce has been called “the giant of Modernism” and Ulysses “a book to which we
are all indebted and from which none of us can escape”. Upon its publication in 1922, the
book was simultaneously lauded as a “work of High Genius” and derided as “infamously
obscene”. In addition to studying the entirety of Ulysses in great detail, Joyce will be
considered here in the contexts of Irish history, Irish writing, and European Modernism.
As the course progresses the development of Joyce as a writer will be charted and the
styles and techniques he used will be examined. Joyce’s interpretations of history,
literature, and philosophy will also be studied. Furthermore, the course will look at the

various ways Joyce’s works have been interpreted since publication.

Lecturer Office Room No. E-mail Address
Dr Richard Barlow HSS-03-77 rbarlow@ntu.edu.sq
Core text:

Students are requested to purchase the Oxford World’s Classics edition of Ulysses, the
1922 Text’, edited by Jeri Johnson (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993). Further
reading material will be made available on Edventure/Blackboard.

Student Assessment

Students will be assessed by:

Class participation: 10%

Group presentation: 10%

Essay (3500 words): 30%
Final 2.5-hour written examination (50%)
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Seminar Schedule (subject to minor changes)

Week One
Joyce, Ireland, and Modernism

Week Two
Joyce’s Political Writing:
‘Ireland: Island of Saints and Sages’, ‘Ireland at the Bar’, “The Shade of Parnell’

Week Three
Ulysses:
‘Telemachus’, ‘Nestor’, and ‘Proteus’

Week Four
Ulysses:
‘Calypso’, “Lotus Eaters’ and ‘Hades’

Week Five
Ulysses: “Aeolus’, ‘Lestrygonians’

Week Six
Ulysses: “‘Scylla and Charybdis’

Week Seven
Ulysses: “Wandering Rocks’ and “Sirens’

Week Eight
Reading Week

Week Nine
Ulysses: ‘Cyclops’ and ‘Nausicaa’

Week Ten
Ulysses: ‘Oxen of the Sun’

Week Eleven
Ulysses: “Circe’ and ‘Eumaeus’

Week Twelve
Ulysses: ‘Ithaca’ and ‘Penelope’

Week Thirteen
Review
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