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Environmental Sustainability in Literature 

 
A critical approach which began in the late 1980s, ecocriticism (or green studies as it is 
referred to in the UK) is slowly emerging as an alternative method to reading literary works. 
In this course, we will be introduced to the nuances in the different approaches to 
environmental sustainability in literary works so as to arrive at a better understanding of 
ecocriticism as a literary approach. From Henry David Thoreau’s Walden to J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
The Hobbit, we can practice ecocriticism as a method of reading and evaluate the 
relationship between nature and text. More importantly, we can begin to apply this method of 
reading to contemporary Southeast Asian literature so as to expand the scope of 
ecocriticism to literature outside of the American or English canon. 
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Course Outline 
S/N Topic Lecture Hours 
1 Introduction to Environmental Sustainability in 

Literature 3 
2 Ecocriticism: Reading Henry David Thoreau’s 

Walden, Or, Life in the Woods. 3 
3 Ecocriticism: Reading Henry David Thoreau’s 

Walden, Or, Life in the Woods. 3 
4 Ecocriticism in Children’s Literature: Reading 

Rudyard Kipling’s The Jungle Book. 3 
5 Green Studies: Re-reading Shakespeare’s 

Macbeth and King Lear 3 
6 Nature as Character in Tolkien’s The Hobbit. 3 
7 Nature as Character in Tolkien’s The Hobbit. 3 
8 Recess Week  
9 Applying Ecocriticism to Contemporary 

Southeast Asian Literature: The River as 
Witness in Merlinda Bobis’ Fish-Hair Woman. 3 

10 Applying Ecocriticism to Contemporary 
Southeast Asian Literature: The River as 
Witness in Merlinda Bobis’ Fish-Hair Woman. 3 

11 Applying Ecocriticism to Contemporary 
Southeast Asian Literature: Trauma and 
Landscape in Vaddey Ratner’s In the Shadow 
of the Banyan. 3 

12 Applying Ecocriticism to Contemporary 
Southeast Asian Literature: Trauma and 
Landscape in Vaddey Ratner’s In the Shadow 
of the Banyan. 3 

13 Summary and Review  3 
 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
Students will demonstrate through essay writing 



• A general understanding of environmental sustainability in literary works 
• A critical reading of thematic concerns of environmental conservation such as 

literature’s response to the changing landscape 
 

 
Student Assessment 
 
Student will be assessed by: 
 

1) 20% Short in-class written assignments 
2) 30% Essay Assignment 
3) 50% Final Examination 

 
Short in-class Written Assignments (20%) 
 
Students will be required to complete 2 writing exercises (200 word long each) in class. 
Writing exercises should reflect students’ original opinions about the use of ecocriticism as 
an alternative method of reading. 
 
Essay Assignment (30%): This 1800 – 2000 word essay must provide a cogent argument 
about the relationship between literature and the natural environment in any two texts 
studied in the course.  Students must use at least 2 secondary sources. Students will submit 
a hard copy – and also submit a softcopy through turn-it-in – in NTU-Learn. 
 
 
Final Examination (50%) 
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