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UNCONSENTED Al
EXPERIMENT ON REDDIT
SPARKS ETHICAL OUTRAGE

Researchers from the University of Zurich

ran a covert experiment on subreddit,
r/ChangeMyView(CMV), to study if Al bots are
able to influence user opinions.

The bots, posing as real users, analysed
comment histories and posted more than 1,700
replies. This study, performed without consent
from participants, was condemned by Reddit
and its moderators as unethical, leading to a
lban on the researchers.

A university investigation resulted in a formal
warning to the investigators, who did not
adhere to their IRB’'s recommendations. The
incident raises serious concerns on the ethics
of Al-driven research.
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Experiment using Al-generated posts
on Reddit draws fire for ethics concerns

Reddit users were subjected to Al-
powered experiment without consent

REMINDER:

SAVE YOUR WORK
FREQUENTLY ON ERMP

Seen this timer and notification before?

Your session will expire in: 13 min 9 sec
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General Information Important Instructions
v 1. List all the in the Talde. Delete content from previously approved amendments (il any).
Review Not Required (RNR)
2. Make the corresponding chanpes in the main application as well, [}
Bl ©coiccol/Forms Links .. for a change in recruitment number, update the "Recruitment” tab.

. Complete the remaining questions (i) (§i) & (i) below.
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4. Once done, to submit your for review under the "Workflow' drop-down by clicking " IRBCO Administrative Review'.

' AMENDMENT

Please select the type of amendment from amongst the categories below. ]
You can create additional lines if there are mere than cne type of amendment.

.........................

Ho. of entries: 1

Amendment |y, .cription of Change Justification

Category

Recruitment &
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fisks and Benefits s+ud

Insurance an d Financ il & Mo. of entries: 1

Amaendment to project end date. °
P Assurance Sateme nt If you are making an amendment to extend the project end date, please fill up the new proposed end date below.

%

Mo, of entries: 0

IRB Review

Assist Me

ERMP sessions are limited to 60 minutes. To
avoid losing your progress, remember to save
your work regularly.

Need more time?
The session timer resets when you:

Save your work and move to the
next tab, or

Click the refresh button after saving
(if you're staying on the same tab)

Timer's ticking —

r
don’t forget to save!
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(3 Save & Check-in
N I -
H save T D
Review Not Required (RNR) To submit your ethics appllcag 7 |\‘/\/L left.
. =
. If the form below is locked and ~ #-1 Save New Version is been "Checked-In" to prevent
Protocol/Forms Links multiple users from editing this ilease click on Action--> "Check-out”, o
so that no one else can editatt & Print

Personnel
Please access our User Guidi

Thank you.

£ Compare version red assistance in using this system.

Training
i Validate & Save
“ REVIEW CATEGORY o

Project Information

Biological Specimens Please select an appropriate review category below based on the risk level of your proposed study. Note than

selecting an inappropriate category could lead to delays due to re-assigning your submission.
Investigational Drugs or Devices

Human Subjects Information Please rafer to our NTU-IRB website for more info on risk levels and review categories.

Stay tuned for our next newsletter to learn more!

To subscribe to our mailing list and for further queries, please write to IRB@ntu.edu.sg

Brought to you by:
Research Integrity and Ethics Office (RIEO)

Refer to our website for more information on IRB Guidelines_here.
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